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a foundation of 

L O V E
2016 taught us that there is no richer or more fertile soil than love. When 
we decided the theme for our 2016 Daily Meditations we knew many 
of you were in need of solidarity and sacred community. As the global 
political climate amplified fear and exclusion, our eyes were opened 
to the power of and urgency for an inclusive foundation of love. Love 
isn’t something you do; love is something you are. That hopeful mantra 
motivated all of us at the Center for Action and Contemplation to 
work even harder to build bridges between different faiths, cultures, 
perspectives, political affiliations, and experiences —to remind people 
that we are all made of Divine DNA.

The foundation we laid in 2016 is both metaphorical and literal. As an 
organization we advanced our mission by hiring several incredibly 
talented professionals, welcoming Jim Finley and Cynthia Bourgeault as 
CAC faculty, and implementing new technology that made it easier for 
hundreds of thousands of people to deepen their spiritual journey.

You are in God, and God is in you . . . and in all people and all of 
creation. There are no exceptions. When we use this revelation as the 
first stone in our foundation of love, our communities and politics will 
be truly transformative and healing. There is a thread of love weaving 
through us all. Hold tight to that thread, and know that when you use it 
to shape your own life’s course, you can shape the world. 

It’s easy to be angry and afraid. That’s why we need contemplative 
practices to help ground us in love. The way of the Cross calls us to 
love our enemies and our neighbors, which isn’t always an easy task. 
We hope that the CAC offers teachings and experiences to help you 
remember the Love at the core of your being and of the universe. Only 
when we’re in tune with our Source of Love can we move from dualistic 
either/or thinking to nondual consciousness that celebrates one simple 
truth:  everything and everyone belongs.

Richard Rohr, OFM
Founder, CAC

Michael Poffenberger
Executive Director, CAC
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Love is not 
something you DO.

At the CAC, we believe that each individual 
existence—person, animal, plant, stone—
is precious. We do not divide the world 
into good and bad, righteous and wrong. 
All are worthy of God’s love. We believe 
that when we hold all creation together in 
our hearts with compassion, we can hold 

together the whole world.

Love is something 
you ARE.



2,774 Online Program Participants40% Email Open Rate

247,000 Daily Meditation Subscribers 62,556 Twitter Followers

99,503 Facebook Likes148 Email Subscriber Countries
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DAILY MEDITATIONS
a n d  o n l i n e  p r o g r a m s

Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations connect thousands on Facebook. 
Followers are encouraged to actively participate in building a strong 
inter-faith community. They engage each other and often share their 
gratitude for these inspirational messages:

“Beautiful meditations as always. Keeping the heart space open can 
only be done by bringing awareness to the egoic self. Thank you for this 
reminder from Corinthians.” —Hardi Ann, November 2016

“Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again! I am so moved 
by this morning’s meditation. It is one universe, transformed by the glory 
of God. Wow!” —Ann, October 2016

“This meditation made me cry. What a beautiful frame of thinking for 
true acceptance and pure love.” —Kristin, July 2016

“Thank you, Richard for showing me for 25 years that life is about 
increasing union and communion with God and unity and community 
with all others. And for the daily reminders!” —Tom, May 2016

Social Spotlight: A community on a spiritual journey

Many people discover the CAC through Richard Rohr’s Daily 
Meditations. His thoughtful reflections are delivered to hundreds of 
thousands of inboxes, 365 days a year. Throughout 2016, Fr. Richard’s 
messages followed the thread of Love through many of his classic 
teachings such as Grace, the Trinity, True Self/False Self, and the 
Cosmic Christ. 

CAC also offered three self-paced online courses that connect seekers 
from around the world: The Franciscan Way, Breathing Under Water, 
and Immortal Diamond. These courses engage life-long learners in 
studying perennial themes from the Christian mystical tradition—in-depth 
explorations of Richard Rohr’s teachings.

The beginning and end of everything is love.
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27,393 Total Webcast Participants

1,037 In-person CONSPIRE

886 Webcast CONSPIRE
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7 Total Webcasts 

15,255 Most Popular Webcast: Divine Dance

CONFERENCES
a n d  w e b c a s t s

Donna Rogers was immediately struck by the open and welcoming 
community at CONSPIRE 2016. “I made many new friends, and I hungered 
for this same kind of community here at home.  That motivated me to 
change how and where I worship.”

Donna said CONSPIRE 2016 opened her eyes to how human behavior 
scapegoats others and creates superior and entitled attitudes. “I 
recognized the need to live more according to the Gospel.” The impact 
of CONSPIRE permeated all parts of her life --she changed her political 
status to Independent, began volunteering, and looking for opportunities 
to take a step back and let others with less privilege and opportunity go 
first. She sought out and found a church that includes a more diverse 
group and “exemplifies the goals of simplicity, compassion, and hope.”

 

Conference Spotlight: Three days can change a life

Richard Rohr, founder of CAC, took the stage at Hotel Albuquerque 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with Christena Cleveland, James Alison, 
and Mirabai Starr for the fourth conference in CAC’s “A Conspiracy for 
God” series. The CONSPIRE events are based on Father Richard’s Seven 
Themes of an Alternative Orthodoxy. The 2016 conference explored the 
theme “Everything Belongs,” helping us see the lie of scapegoating and 
exclusion so that we can face injustice and evil with love.

CAC’s conferences are in person and via webcast. In addition to the 
CONSPIRE 2016 conference, CAC produced six other webcasts with 
Richard Rohr on topics rooted in the Christian contemplative tradition: 

Transformation is more than a change of mind.

9 10

• Authentic Transformation
• Living and Dying in Grace (with Kathleen Dowling Singh)
• Imagining Another Way (with Christena Cleveland)
• Jesus: Forgiving Victim (with James Alison)
• Living Cosmology (with Mary Evelyn Tucker)
• Divine Dance



164 Students Sent

163 New Applicants Accepted

506 Students Enrolled

49 Scholarships Awarded

$50k Scholarship Funds

8 Countries Represented
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THE LIVING SCHOOL
f o r  a c t i o n  a n d  c o n t e m p l a t i o n

Living School alumna Helen Fitzgerald did something few in our busy 
Western culture are capable of—she listened. She listened through the 
sadness, the violence, the anger. And the vulnerability. She listened with 
compassion and shared the beautiful awakening of contemplation—
in two places fraught with fear and division: Israel and Palestine. Living 
School students are sent out into the world to build foundations of love. 
With the wisdom she’s gained and the passion that brought her here, 
Helen participated in listening sessions with the hope that wounds 
could be healed and seeds of peace planted. Learn more about the 
Compassionate Listening Project at www.compassionatelistening.org.

Alumni Spotlight: Compassion through contemplation

The Living School is a unique space in today’s spiritual landscape, 
bridging action and contemplation through study and practice. Our 
core faculty—Richard Rohr, Cynthia Bourgeault, and James Finley—are 
three of the most experienced and faithful teachers of the Christian 
contemplative lineage. This stream has always been present within the 
Christian tradition, but it has often been neglected or overshadowed by 
popular “orthodoxy.” Rohr, Bourgeault, and Finley bring an alternative 
interpretation to the Gospel and Christian doctrine. They invite us to 
learn from the life-style based faith (“orthopraxy”) of Jesus and many 
mystics—those who moved from belief and belongings systems to 
inner experience. The Living School is a midwife for such a movement; 
our teachers draw us toward a living and practical spirituality that is 
grounded in loving awareness.

Through contemplative prayer, students practice surrendering to God 
in silence, beyond all words, thoughts, images, and concepts. The Living 
School nurtures the capacity to perceive and love beyond dualities 
and divisions. Through contemplative practice, we open ourselves to 
experiencing God’s unitive, all-encompassing grace. This encounter 
then compels us to express radical compassion for those who are 
suffering, particularly the marginalized. We hope that students emerge 
empowered to live as their truest selves, awakening a more loving world 
through their engaged and healing presence.

Perceiving and loving as Jesus did, beyond 
dualities and divisions
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27 hours Avg. Turnaround Time15,449 Questions Answered

$1.2 mil Resource Center Sales
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#1 Book The Divine Dance

#1 DVD Enneagram as a Tool for Your Spiritual Journey

RESOURCE CENTER
a n d  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e

Beth* signed up for a conference and as the event drew near wanted to 
pay for a friend to attend who had recently lost her daughter to breast 
cancer. Beth felt the conference would help her friend Kathy* heal.

Unfortunately, when she reached out to us, the conference was filled. 
Our customer service team sprang into action. They placed Kathy 
on the waiting list and when a spot became available signed her up 
immediately.

Beth was very grateful CAC could accommodate her late request and 
was especially appreciative of the quick turnaround. At the conference 
Beth and Kathy thanked each staff member in person. Kathy shared that 
she felt part of a very big caring family. She couldn’t be more right.
*Beth and Kathy’s story is real, but we’ve changed their names. 

Participant Spotlight: A caring family

The Center for Action and Contemplation Resource Center provides 
books, DVDs, CDs, webcast and online program purchases, and other 
downloadable audio and video content. Customer Service resolves all 
manner of inquiries, typically within 24 hours. Our team provides support 
for:               

We were created by a loving God to be love in 
the world.
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Mexico and webcast worldwide.
• Online Education: Self-paced, online interactive courses.
• Living School: Two-year program combining on-site and online learning.
• Webcasts: Live teachings streamed online, around the world.
• Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations: Free daily or weekly email reflections.

• CONSPIRE Events: A seven-year series of conferences held in New    



6 New Staff Positions 10 Total Positions Filled

3 New Executive Leadership Positions
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STRATEGIC GROWTH

As an intern with the CAC in 2007, Paul Swanson, Senior Program 
Designer, had no clue who Richard Rohr was, but he was hungry for 
contemplative spirituality and activism. Paul writes, “Ten years later, 
I know who Richard Rohr is (he works in accounting, right?) and I 
am equipped to serve on a dynamic staff that seeks to codify the 
contemplative lineage that Richard has embodied, so the CAC can 
serve with greater clarity in the future. This season of the CAC’s life is 
as refreshing as it is bold. The vitality and trust I see in the day-to-day 
of the organization has been the biggest surprise, as we also feel the 
expected bumps of change. I have never felt as excited and humbled 
to be a part of the CAC as I do right now. This growth feels like we are 
taking our role seriously as an organization with the potential to be the 
leading edge of consciousness in the Christian tradition . . . and I’m 
having more fun than ever in the process.”

Staff Spotlight: Excited and humbled

As we approach our 30th anniversary, the Center for Action and 
Contemplation is more relevant than ever. Our mission to support a new 
reformation—from the inside—encourages actions of justice grounded 
in contemplative and loving consciousness. We continue to see an 
overwhelming need and desire for this work.

That’s why we’ve invested in strategic growth. This year we began to 
position the CAC for an ambitious future with skilled, passionate staff 
members, and a strong executive leadership team. We formalized our 
partnership with Cynthia Bourgeault and James Finley, not only as core 
faculty of the Living School, but also to create new experiences for 
our wider community. We celebrate this vision for a sustainable future, 
committed to awakening a more loving world through contemplative 
teaching.

Life and God bring new opportunities.
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God clearly loves
DIVERSITY.

At the CAC, we believe that Divine DNA lives 
in everyone—regardless of ethnicity, religion, 
gender, nationality, appearance, or social class. 
Salvation, love, and forgiveness are true for all 
creation and given freely all the time. We walk 
with love and respect on this planet and with all 
other creatures. There is no “us and them,” only 

universal belonging and connection. 

UNITY is diversity
EMBRACED.



F I N A N C E 
R E P O R T
Expenditures

Living School & Online Education................................... $1,198,000
Resource Center & Customer Service............................   $748,000
General & Administrative.................................................   $502,000
Events & Webcasts............................................................   $384,000
Fundraising.........................................................................   $412,000
Product Development......................................................   $259,000
Daily Meditations...............................................................   $243,000
Scholarships........................................................................   $247,000
Total Expenditures............................................................. $3,993,000 

Support & Revenue

Foundat iona l  love  a l lows  us  to 
t ru s t  “what  i s ”  as  the  jumping-of f 
po in t  fo r  “what  can be.”

Donations.............................................................................................. $2,923,000
Resource Center Net Sales................................................................. $1,215,000
Living School Tuition.............................................................................    $468,000
Conference Registration Income.......................................................    $396,000
Royalties.................................................................................................    $272,000
Scholarship Donations..........................................................................    $108,000
Total Support & Revenue..................................................................... $5,382,000 
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In 2016 CAC supporters graciously gave more than 40,000 gifts and scholarship 
donations totaling $3,031,000. With an average gift of $66, this outpouring of 
financial love to CAC increased by more than 60% over 2015. Our fundraising 
efforts lay the foundation for a new future vision of CAC, expanding its faculty and 
offerings. We are overwhelmed with gratitude for these gifts that sustain our mission. 

The self-giving flow of the water wheel of love creates energy 
and power that can change the world.

Donor Spotlight: The Butterfly Effect
As a child, Tasha Wahl’s parents instilled in her a lifelong lesson—the power of
ten percent. Even though it’s a small number, the value is priceless. Little did 
Tasha know that she would grow up to become the founder of Butterfly Effect, 
a philanthropic foundation advocating that, “by making small changes in our 
communities, we will set into motion a vast and unexpected movement toward a 
better world.” Learn more at butterflyeffectbethechange.com.  

As a donor and a Living School student, Tasha embodies the spirit of both  
action and contemplation. She says, “We’re a community striving to become 
compassionate people through contemplation. We act on what comes to us in
those contemplative moments.” Tasha and her husband, Erik, are founders of the 
Wahl Foundation and lead The Wahl Group. The CAC is grateful for their support as 
donors, their guidance as visionaries, and their love as contemplatives putting their 
practice into action. 

DONORS
supporters  &

$1-24 ................................. 39.89%
$25-49 ................................ 29.47%
$50-99 ................................ 16.21%
$100-199 ............................ 11.04%

$200-499 ............................ 02.15%
$500-999 ............................ 00.71%
$1,000-9,999....................... 00.50%
$10,000+ ............................ 00.04%

Donation range & percentage of total giving

CAC is blessed to have a Board of Directors who are seers of alternatives. They work 
for win/win situations, supporting the CAC staff and mission with integrity, honesty, 
and love. We thank them for their hard work and dedication.

Good leaders know that wisdom is “the art of the possible.”

Phil 
Robers, 
Chair

Richard 
Rohr, 
Vice Chair

John 
(Jack) 
Willome, 
Treasurer

LaVera 
Crawley, 
Secretary

Jeannette 
Esposito

Damien 
Faughnan

Christopher 
Ferebee

Phileena 
Heuertz

Christian 
Peele

Michelle 
Scheidt

Alexie 
Torres-
Fleming

DIRECTORS
board of
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MISSION
O U R

VISION
O U R

“We are a center for experiential education, rooted in the Gospels, encouraging the 
transformation of human consciousness through contemplation, and equipping people 
to be instruments of peaceful change in the world.”

The Center for Action and Contemplation supports a new reformation—from the inside—

FUTURE
O U R

In 2016 we laid the foundation of love. In 2017 (and beyond!) we will continue to build. 
In the next few years you will see the CAC embrace the future, while staying committed 
to our vibrant Christian contemplative roots. We will embark on a new vision, enhance 
our programs, create a sustainable wisdom lineage, empower new students and 
communities, and work toward rebuilding Christianity from the bottom up. Our future is 
bright, our mission is bold, and our work is crucial to awaken a more loving world.
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• In the spirit of a Cosmic Christ 
• Confirming people’s deeper spiritual intuitions
• Encouraging actions of justice rooted in prayer
• With a new appreciation for, and cooperation with, other denominations, religions, 
and cultures.        



If we do not 
T R ANSFORM
our pain,

At the CAC, we believe that suffering is intrinsically 
connected to the need to protect possessions, 
perks, and privileges. Contemplative action, 
nonduality, and unconditional compassion 
empower us to let go of the ego and live within 
the depths of our True Self. We can all then be 

drawn into heaven, right here, right now.

we will most 
assuredly

TRANSMIT  it.



CENTER FOR ACTION AND CONTEMPLATION
P.O. Box 12464
Albuquerque, NM 87195, USA
CAC.ORG


