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During our recent CONSPIRE conference at which our 
featured theologian and scientist, Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF, 
introduced the phrase “quantum entanglement,” many 

of us at the CAC latched on to this insightful phrase. The term 
seemed to name something that we intuited; some deep truth 
found its mark. It allowed us, as twenty-first century people, to 
come to consciousness with a new conviction. Without being 
able to define what it meant exactly, we 
somehow knew that both negative and 
positive entanglement in the universe 
seemed to matter, maybe even ultimately 
matter. Prayer, healing, love and hate, 
heaven and hell, all made sense on a 
whole new level.

Here is the principle in layperson’s 
terms: in the world of quantum physics, 
which can now be demonstrated whereas 
previously it could only be theorized, it 
appears that one particle of any entangled pair 
“knows” what is happening to another paired 
particle—even though there is no known means for 
such information to be communicated between the 
particles, which are still separated by sometimes 
very large distances. Perhaps it’s similar to 
what we call bilocation, mental telepathy, 
providence, coincidence, or synchronic-
ity. Most people of faith, however, have 
credited such frequent happenings to 
angels, the intervention of saints, or God, 
which is honestly as good a way to talk 
about it as any. Non-believers might ignore or deny such things 
or call them mere “accidents” or chance. All we seem to know  
is that “we” did not do this by any of our contrivances. It just 
“happened” by seemingly unseen or chaotic forces.

Yet our Christian tradition points to this entanglement. 
In Paul’s letter to the Romans (14:7) he says quite clearly “the 
life and death of each of us has its influence on others.” The 
Apostles’ Creed states that we believe in “the communion of 
saints.” There is apparently a positive inner connectedness that 
we can draw upon if we wish. I knew this was a foundationally 
Christian concept, which is now finding voice in modern sci-
ence. Remember, truth is one!  

In my book Immortal Diamond, and in many of my talks over 

the years, I had been describing this phenomenon as an expe-
riential “force field” and even the Holy Spirit. One stays in this 
positive force field whenever one loves, cares or serves with 
positive energy. And even in Trinitarian theology, the Holy 
Spirit was foundationally described as the field of love between the 
Father and the Son. I know that when people stand in this place, 
rest in love as their home base, they become quite usable by 

God, and their lives are filled with quantum 
entanglements that result in very real heal-
ings, forgiveness, answered prayers, and new 
freedom for those whom they include in the 
force field with them. (Is that what it means 
to pray for someone?) Conversely, there 
are people who carry death wherever they 
go, toward all those they can pull into their 
negative force field. (Is this hell?)

I know that when I regress into any kind 
of intentional negativity toward anything 
or anybody, even in my mind, I am actu-
ally hurting and harming them. Ilia beauti-
fully quoted one of my favorite books, An 
Interrupted Life, where a young imprisoned 
Jew in Nazi Germany, Etty Hillesum, says 
straightforwardly, “Each of us moves things 
along in the direction of war every time we 
fail to love.” And if so, it would surely follow 
that each of us moves things along in the 
direction of healing each time we choose to 
love. It is always a choice and a decision. 

Consciousness, desire, and intentional-
ity matter. Maybe they even create and destroy worlds. Is this 
what we mean by consciousness and Christ-consciousness as 
its positive form? I think so. We cannot afford to harbor hate 
or hurt or negativity in any form. We must deliberately choose 
to be instruments of peace—first of all in our minds and hearts. 
Such daring simplicity is actually and exactly quantum entanglement 
with the life and death of all things. We create both heaven and 
hell. God is not “in” heaven nearly as much as God is the force 
field that allows us to create heaven through our intentions and 
actions. Once entangled, it seems we are entangled forever.

Quantum Entanglement 
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One stays in this positive force 
field whenever one loves, cares 
or serves with positive energy.
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Connect with CAC 

�  Visit us online at cac.org to learn more 
about CAC’s educational programs and 
resources

�  Sign up to receive monthly news and daily 
meditations by email: cac.org/sign-up

�  Stop by our Visitor Center and Bookstore  
at 1823 Five Points Rd SW,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico

�  Write to us at info@cac.org or  
CAC, PO Box 12464,  
Albuquerque, NM 87195

Turning Information into Transformation 
The question for us is always “how can we turn information into transformation?” 
How can we use the sacred texts, tradition, and experience to lead people into new places with God, 
with life, with themselves? — Richard Rohr, OFM

We seek to empower individuals to live out their sacred soul tasks in service to the world through:

•  Conspire Conferences: Seven-year series of events 
following Fr. Richard’s underlying themes

•  Online Education: Self-paced, online courses  
connecting learners worldwide

•  Living School: Two-year program, combining onsite  
and online learning

•  Webcasts: Live teachings from Fr. Richard streamed 
online, around the world

•  Bookstore: A comprehensive selection of books and 
recordings (many available only through CAC)

•  Daily Meditations: Free daily studies sent globally by 
e-mail to over 130,000 individuals

An educational center grounded in the
 Christian mystical tradition
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Welcome, seeker. We invite you to stop by the CAC Visitor Center when you are in 
Albuquerque to rediscover how inextricably connected you are with the world and that all is 
held within one Divine Reality. Open weekdays 9 a.m. – 12:00 noon and 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

evidence
a new edition of oneing, a journal of the cac

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen. 

—hebrews 11:1

Featuring Richard Rohr, Cynthia Bourgeault, James Finley, 
Kathleen Dowling Singh, and others.

Purchase this limited-edition publication at store.cac.org
A few copies of the previous issue, “Transgression,” are also available.

https://cac.org/index.php
https://cac.org/index.php
https://cac.org/sign-up
mailto:info@cac.org
https://cac.org/events/conferences/conspire-series
https://cac.org/rohr-institute-online-education
https://cac.org/rohr-inst
https://cac.org/events/webcasts
http://store.cac.org/
https://cac.org/richard-rohr/daily-meditations
https://store.cac.org/Oneing-Evidence_p_352.html
https://store.cac.org/Oneing-Transgression_p_343.html
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Who are CAC friends, donors, and students?

In July we reached out to you—Mendicant recipients and Daily Meditation readers—with 
a simple request: tell us about yourselves. We were surprised and delighted when over 
20,000 individuals responded to the survey. Thank you! Here’s what we learned.

Half of the survey respondents provided specific comments, 
both affirming and constructive. A few examples:

“Richard Rohr’s teachings have opened my heart and mind to a much 
gentler way to love and relate to God and other people.”

“I would be very interested in more discussion about Christian non-
violence and peaceful ways of resistance.”

Fr. Richard’s Daily Meditations are “a lifeline,” “thought-provoking,” 
“a sustaining grace.”

“I would love to see the CAC inspire more ‘grappling’ with wealth. I 
dream of poorer, simpler, less-beholden communities of faith that stand 
joyfully in contrast to our consumer culture.”

“What I value is the authenticity of what you offer and speak of. I 
don’t agree with it all, but doesn’t mean I don’t need to hear it . . . as it’s 
not what I’m hearing elsewhere.”

“My day begins with your work, all of it resonates in some way with 
my soul, and helps me to track my true self.”

CAC’s Response

CAC clearly has an opportunity and challenge to foster 
relationships with young adults. We are grateful for our 
abundance of “wisdom elder” friends and hope to expand 
the conversation, including more Millennials and Gen 
X-ers in meaningful ways. 

Many respondents asked for an increased global pres-
ence and availability of resources. We continue to grow 
our online offerings and are considering other ways we can 
connect with international constituents.

In response to numerous requests, we are strategizing 
about how to make our resources more affordable as well as 
to increase our ability to offer financial assistance for CAC 
programs (visit cac.org/scholarship-fund to donate). 

Thank you for your trust, support, and participation as 
together we work to bring peaceful change to the world!
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We first heard Richard Rohr on DVD in a spiritual-
ity program at San Marco Catholic Church on San Marco 
Island, Florida. Through his teaching on non-dual think-
ing and emerging Christianity, Richard set our hearts 
and minds on fire with renewed love for humanity. Thus 
began our journey with Richard and his teachings on the 
Perennial Tradition and Franciscan alternative orthodoxy. 

We have attended several conferences in Albuquerque 
and have experienced 
many enriching 
speakers who have 
expanded on Richard’s 
teachings and inspired 
new understandings of 
Scripture and the love 
of God. We had an 
opportunity to spend 
a week at a conference 
with Richard in Assisi, 
Italy, learning more 
about St. Francis, his 
life, and his simple but 
profound way of following Jesus.

The CONSPIRE 2014 conference at the end of August 
was a breath of fresh air. It provided a much needed anti-
dote for the divisive world in which we live. The speakers 
interpreted nature and matter as vehicles to understanding 

Christianity in the context of an evolving universe.
Richard’s teachings at CONSPIRE were thought-

provoking, especially his explanation of faith development 
from the Middle Ages through Postmodernism. We seek, as 
he encouraged, to transcend and include each stage along 
our journey. This is exciting “stuff!”  

Whenever we gather with our brothers and sisters at 
these events, we leave with a deeper love of God, know-

ing God is in charge and 
loves us always. We find 
ourselves deep in the 
second half of life with our 
Catholic faith, alive with 
the discovery of the risen 
Christ in the rich, the poor, 
the suffering—in all.  

Dr. Nicholas and Faith Manno 
have been married for 57 years 
and have 5 adult children. Nick 
is a retired neurosurgeon and 
Associate Professor Emeritus 

from the University of Illinois. In addition to raising their family, 
Faith returned to the workforce as District Administrator for the 
16th Congressional District of Illinois. She later served as Special 
Assistant to the Secretary of Labor in Washington, D.C.

Staff Picks

“The insights of Living School faculty members Cynthia 
Bourgeault and James Finley have helped me cultivate a 
contemplative stance that has changed the way I approach 
life. Two of their books in particular—Cynthia’s The 
Holy Trinity and the Law of Three and Jim’s Merton’s Palace of 
Nowhere—helped me rediscover the Christian contempla-
tive tradition and the power it has to transform our world 
today.”
 —Tom Eberle, Director of the Living School for Action 
and Contemplation

 “Ilia Delio, one of the presenters at CONSPIRE and the 
Living School symposium this September, is a gifted teacher 
who first drew me in through her books, The Emergent Christ 
and Christ in Evolution. I can’t wait to start digging into her 
newest book, The Unbearable Wholeness of Being!”  
—Paul Swanson, Director of Curriculum

“I grew up in a very conservative evangelical church, but 
somehow I stumbled upon Rob Bell’s Nooma videos as a 

teenager. His talks allowed me to find the compassionate 
and creative God within Scripture. After hearing Rob in 
person at CONSPIRE, I’ve started reading What We Talk 
About When We Talk About God, and I’m letting go of so many 
misconceptions about who God is.” 
—Joelle Chase, Director of Messaging 

“I’ve been listening to Fr. Richard present at 
conferences and events for over 15 years now, and 
I am always amazed and impressed at how the 
same silver thread weaves its way through all of 
his teachings. His presentation on the Levels 
of Consciousness at CONSPIRE 2014 was a 
highlight of the conference. I recommend that 
anyone who would like a glimpse of the levels, 
take the opportunity to view the slide show by 
going to cac.org/events/conferences/conspire-
series/conference-conspire-2014.”
 —Vanessa Guerin, Director of Communication 
Arts

Getting to Know our Donors

https://cac.org/events/conferences/conspire-series/conference-conspire-2014
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Update from the Chair of the CAC Board

On behalf of the CAC Board of Directors, I want to express gratitude 
for the support of donors, students, participants, and staff who 
give life to CAC’s vision of teaching the integration of action and 

contemplation. Our talented and committed Board is able to do its work 
because so many value it, turn and share it widely and invest their financial 
and personal resources. Thank you!

As part of the Board’s 
focus on how CAC’s work 
can be sustained and 
expanded beyond Richard 
Rohr’s lifetime, two new 
team members have been 
appointed to key positions 
(below). Additionally, I’m 

pleased to report that, as we go to press, the search for 
an Executive Director has been successfully concluded; 
we’ll announce that appointment in the next issue of the 
Mendicant (January 2014). We are grateful for your trust 
and patience while we ensure CAC remains a healthy and 
vibrant organization long into the future.

The Board is focusing on ways of sustaining and 
expanding CAC’s work beyond the lifetime of Richard 
Rohr. I am pleased to announce two new team members in 
key positions.

Introducing: 

Dr. Tom Eberle 
Director of the Living School  
and Online Education

Tom comes to CAC 
from North Dakota, where 
he has spent nearly 20 years 
in education administration. 
Tom is not only a highly 
experienced educator, he is 
also a student in the Living 
School who shares a deep 
contemplative spirituality.  
Tom manages the Living 
School program and online  
course catalog.

Corinne Carmony
Director of Finance and 
Operations

Corinne joins us after 
working with a New Mexico 
health services provider for 

over nine years. She brings valuable experience and a 
passion for CAC’s mission. Corinne leads all the internal 
operations of CAC, including finance, accounting, systems, 
technology, human resources, and facilities. 

CONSPIRE Events

This September, CAC welcomed over 1,000 individuals 
to New Mexico for the second in our seven-year series 
of events focusing on Richard’s teaching themes. Rob 
Bell and Ilia Delio joined Richard to teach about a 
benevolent universe, revealing a thread of beauty and 
compassion within Scripture and the cosmological story. 
We look forward to seeing many familiar and new faces at 
CONSPIRE 2015, July 10-12 in Albuquerque. Stay tuned 
to CAC’s emails, newsletter, and website for registration 
and more information in the coming months.

Living School Program

The Living School’s first group of students began its 
study in 2013. Applications for the 2015–2017 program 
are currently being reviewed, and the new cohort will be 
selected by mid-December. Meanwhile, current students 
are engaged in online study with core faculty members 
Richard Rohr, James Finley, and Cynthia Bourgeault.

One student shared recently, “The Living School really 
does speak to our situation and the world we find ourselves 
in. There’s so much trauma, so much suffering, so much 
need for connectivity. The Living School gives me the 
tools to bring opposing groups together and form some-
thing new.” Thanks to all who have made such a practical 
and transformative program become a reality in the last few 
years!

Please read the enclosed letter sharing more of our 
excitement for CAC’s future and the ways you can support 
us in this evolving journey.

Phil Robers
Chair, CAC Board of Directors 

Phil Robers
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SUPPORT THE WORK OF TURNING INFORMATION INTO TRANSFORMATION! 
The Center for Action and Contemplation is a nonprofit educational organization. Please support this work by donating securely 
online at cac.org/support-cac or by sending a check, payable to CAC, to PO Box 12464, Albuquerque, NM 87195. We also invite 
you to consider remembering CAC in your will. For more information about making a charitable contribution, including stock 
transfers and bequests, email development@cac.org.

Save the date!
July 10–12

Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town
Albuquerque, New Mexico

For those who see deeply there is only One Reality. 
By reason of the Incarnation, there is no truthful distinction 

between sacred and profane.
Conspirare—breathe together—with Fr. Richard Rohr and five of his friends:
• Tim Shriver, Chairman of Special Olympics
• Sr. Simone Campbell, Executive Director of NETWORK 
• Chris and Phileena Heuertz, founders of gravity: a center for contemplative activism
• Mirabai Starr, author of God of Love: A Guide to the Heart of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

More information and venue details coming soon! 
Sign up for CAC emails to be notified when registration opens: cac.org/sign-up

FR. RICHARD’S 2013-2014 WEBCASTS 
NOW AVAILABLE AS AUDIO RECORDINGS! 

Order these and other titles at store.cac.org   (Available as CD and MP3 download.)

ARE YOU EAGER TO LOVE? 
Discover the radical prophet, Francis 
of Assisi, who followed Jesus’ ways of 
justice, simplicity, and above all, love.
An excellent companion to Fr. Richard’s 
new book, Eager to Love: The Alternative 
Way of Francis of Assisi

ST. PAUL: 
The Misunderstood Mystic 

In this brief talk Fr. Richard introduces us 
to the real Paul, the writer whose trans-
formative encounter with Christ led him 
to view everything through eyes of faith. 

HIERARCHIES OF TRUTH: 
Jesus’ Use of Scripture

Jesus’ method of interpreting biblical 
text persistently focuses on inclusivity 
and mercy. Fr. Richard offers a guide for 
discerning the truest of true things. 

https://cac.org/events/conferences/conspire-series
cac.org/sign-up
http://store.cac.org/St-Paul-The-Misunderstood-Mystic-CD_p_350.html
http://store.cac.org/Hierarchy-of-Truths-Jesus-Use-of-Scripture-CD_p_334.html
https://store.cac.org/
https://store.cac.org/
https://cac.org/support-cac
mailto:development@cac.org
http://store.cac.org/Are-You-Eager-to-Love-St-Francis-on-the-Edge-of-the-Inside-MP3_p_355.html



